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Save the Date!
Friday, January 9, 5-8 pm 
(Friends members preview)
Saturday, January 10, 9 am-4 pm 
Sunday, January 11, 9 am- 4 pm 
Warehouse $6/Bag Sale 
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E 
Sacramento

Tuesday, January 13, 6:30 pm 
Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library Board meets at Southgate 
Library Community Room

Thursday, January 22, 3-5 pm 
Sacramento Public Library 
Authority meets in Board of 
Supervisors Chambers at the 
County Building, 700 H Street

Sunday, January 25, 1 pm 
Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library Annual Meeting at Robbie 
Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library

Tuesday, February 10, 6:30 pm 
Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library Board meets at Arcade 
Library Community Room

Thursday, February 26, 3-5 pm 
Sacramento Public Library 
Authority meets in Board of 
Supervisors Chambers at the 
County Building, 700 H Street

Saturday, February 28, 10 am 
All Friends Branch meeting at the 
Book Den 
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E, 
Sacramento

The number one purpose of the 
Friends of the Sacramento Public 
Library, as stated in our Articles 
of Incorporation, is to create 
public support for expanding 
the goals and objectives of the 
Sacramento Public Library and its 
Branch Libraries,and to advocate 
for them to the extent permitted 
by law. 

A Message from the Library Director 
By Rivkah Sass

Here comes 2015! After the wild ride in 
2014 at Sacramento Public Library, I’m 
not sure if 2015 will be another series of 
wonderful adventures or if things will settle 
down. As a San Francisco Giants fan, I’ve 
come to expect that odd years hold less 
excitement. That said, I’m always willing to 
be surprised, delighted and amazed.

One thing that that never ceases to amaze me is the 
unconditional love the Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library have for our libraries. Whether it’s tirelessly 
working to raise money for programs and services, 
volunteering countless hours in local branches and on 
behalf of the system, speaking out for libraries and 
making sure that the value and relevance of the Library 
is shared with elected officials, community leaders and 
neighbors, our Library Friends can always be counted on.

This was brought home in a very tangible way to me 
recently. Thanks to the efforts of a small group of Friends 
from the Rancho Cordova Library, come April, a bus 
route will be restored to a critical area. They attended 
meetings, wrote letters, talked with elected officials and 
made their case. Thanks to them, hundreds of children 
and their families will once again be able to make that 
important trip to the Library to read, discover, learn and 
grow.

I love the Sacramento Public Library and being part of 
this community. My work is made so much easier knowing 
that the Friends of Sacramento Public Library are there 
for all of us.

Friends Book Store volunteers were honored at a holiday luncheon at the 

Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library last month. Special thanks went 

to Book Store Coordinator Dolores Nuse and her crew of volunteers who run 

the Book Store day in and day out in the lobby of the Library! The funds from 

the Book Store help fund many of the community programs at the Robbie 

Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Library.
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Meet the Friends: Lon Lee
By Carrie Sessarego

Lon Lee manages the public 
relations for the Rio Linda 
Friends and he’s also the 
bookstore manager. The Rio 
Linda Friends were busy the 
past few years trying to find a 
new home for its branch, which 
was in the same, quite small 
space since 1968. Three years 
ago the Library and the school 
district made an arrangement 
to house an expanded Rio Linda Library on the 
school campus, converting eight classrooms into 
a cozy, warm, friendly branch. The Friends had 
raised enough money over the years to help with 
the move and to provide books and materials to 
the branch’s new home.

The Rio Linda Friends are unusual because their 
bookstore is in a separate location from the 
Library.  The store operates out of a storefront at 
440 Elkhorn Blvd in Rio Linda and is currently 
open only on Saturdays. Lon says his biggest need 
isn’t just for volunteers but, more specifically, for 
volunteers that are willing to commit to a schedule 
rather than just drop in to help.

Eventually, Lon would like to move the store 
to a classroom adjacent to the Library, but he 
emphasizes that is a long-term goal. Lon says 
that working in the bookstore is fun because of 
“the variety of people and books that come in. 
Volunteers get free books! A lot of our customers 
re-donate books after they buy them and read 
them.”

Lon also volunteers with Sac Geeks and several 
other meet-up groups. He became involved in 
volunteering after he was injured in an automobile 
accident. “I find volunteering to be helpful because 
it gets me out of the house and makes me 
mentally active. When I talk to other people with 
chronic pain issues, I tell them, ‘Get out of the 
house! Go to the library and read a book!’”

During my interview with Lon, my daughter 
relaxed in a comfy chair that was just her size 
and read a Harry Potter book. “We bought those 
chairs,” Lon said, with obvious, and justified pride. 
The Rio Linda Friends have worked hard to move 
the library into an expanded, more versatile space, 
and they continue to provide books and materials. 
Lon says he wishes more people knew that “we 
need more volunteers and donors. The Library 
is a worthy cause that promotes education and 
supports public activities.”  Lon and the Rio Linda 
Friends do a wonderful job supporting the Library 
in this endeavor!

Carrie Sessarego Lectures at Sacramento 
Steampunk Society
By Lon Lee

Carrie Sessarego was a special guest at the 
Sacramento Steampunk Society’s October 
Planning/Maker Meeting. Her topic was “Women 
Inventors Who Out-Steampunk Steampunk.”

Carrie included information about Ada Lovelace, 
the creator of the first computer program for 
Charles Babbage’s Analytical Engine, and other 
Victorian women who defied the social norms 
of their day and are thus a natural fit for any 
Steampunk story.

In March 2015, she will give a presentation to 
the Steampunk Society about Victorian women 
explorers.

For more info about Carrie Sessarego: 
http://geekgirlinlove.com/

For more info about the Sacramento Steampunk 
Society: 
https://www.facebook.com/
SacramentoSteampunkSociety

“The library card is a passport to wonders and 
miracles, glimpses into other lives, religions, 
experiences, the hopes and dreams and 
strivings of ALL human beings, and it is this 
passport that opens our eyes and hearts to the 
world beyond our front doors, that is one of 
our best hopes against tyranny, xenophobia, 
hopelessness, despair, anarchy, and ignorance.”

– Libba Bray
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Report from Friends Nominating 
Committee for 2015 Annual Meeting
The Friends Annual Meeting will take place on 
Sunday, January 25, 2015, at 1:00 pm at the 
Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven, 7335 Gloria 
Drive, Sacramento, California 95831. All current 
members are encouraged to attend and vote.

The report of the Nominating Committee is as 
follows:

ELECTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Our by-laws state that there will be a “…minimum of 
9 and a maximum of 15 Board Members…” 

We have seven returning FSPL Board Members for 
2015-2016 who will not be up for election this year. 
They are: 
• Margaret Clausen (appointed by board in May 

2014)
• Pauline Grenbeaux
• Carly Hegle
• Joanne Iwamiya
• Jo Anne Marie
• Chuck Shulock

• Anita Scuri (appointed by board in July 2014)

We are nominating seven (7) people to be board 
members for two-year terms, 2015-2017. They are:
• Trish Consunji Hamilton
• Akiba Howard (current board member, appointed 

by board in November 2014)
• Jerry Jaggers (current board member)
• Darryl Lucien (current board member, appointed 

by board in November  2014)
• Kim Mitchell (current board member)
• Jeffrey Rubin (current board member)

• Pam Whiteley (current board member)

If these seven (7) candidates are elected we will 
have 14 board members, with one vacant seat 
remaining. Immediately following the presentation of 
the Nominating Committee report, nominations may 
be made from the floor by any member, provided the 
consent of the nominee shall have been given. Voting 
for board of directors will then occur.

The Friends Board meets the second Tuesday of every 
month. The meetings are open to everyone.

NOMINATIONS OF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Members of the Executive Committee are elected for 
a term of one year (2015-2016). Only the position of 
President requires one year of prior Board service.

The Nominating Committee recommends that the 
following people be elected as executive officers:

President:  Jeffrey Rubin 
Vice-President: Pauline Grenbeaux 
Secretary:  Jo Anne Marie 
Treasurer:  Margaret Clausen

Submitted by the Nominating Committee:

Karen Thomas (chair) 
Jo Anne Marie 
Carrie Sessarego 

Book Den Report
By Pam Whiteley

What a diverse group of volunteers we have at the 
Book Den! We have a former Alaskan crab fisherman, 
a roofer, a steelworker, and a flooring specialist. The 
amazing thing is that these descriptions fit just one 
person—Tony Ringor, our new facilities coordinator. 
Tony has been volunteering for about five months, 
and he’s proven himself to be a most valuable asset 
to the Book Den. He has repaired in the cracks in 
the concrete flooring, rid of us termites under the 
first sort area, and built/moved/lifted/ whatever we’ve 
asked him to do. When he’s not answering our calls 
for a repair, he can be found helping in the eBay 
department, the first sort area, second sort area, and 
discards. It’s like having five people in one!  

Tony is married with three children and six 
grandchildren. He has worked for a union flooring 
company as a floor layer for the last 17 years. 
That’s right, besides keeping us repaired at the Book 
Den, he has a full time job and a full time family. (I 
secretly believe he must be taking caffeine by IV.) He 
comes by his energy and desire to be busy from his 
mother, a single parent who at one point had thirteen 
jobs—all at the same time! He was born and raised 
in Broderick, which is now part of West Sacramento. 
During his senior year and until he was about 23, he 
lived with and took care of his blind grandfather. Tony 
graduated from high school in Broderick and began 
his varied careers, including being a crab fisherman 
in Alaska from 1990-1992.  

So how did Tony come to be our go-to guy for 
whatever we need, whenever we call?  He was 
looking on the Internet for books on Edward Gorey 
and saw our Book Den listed. Since it was just 
around the corner from his office, he wandered in 
one day. I don’t know if he ever found anything on 
Edward Gorey, but he did find a wonderful place to 
volunteer for a book lover like him. Normally, the 
volunteers would be asked to start in the first sort 
area but not our Tony. He started by putting together 
shelves and racks. From then on, he’s been there 
when we’ve needed something done around the 
warehouse and store. If he’s not working out of town, 
he’ll come in whenever we give him a call.  

I asked Tony, “What do you like 
best about volunteering here?” 
His answer was “I like interacting 
with the other people.” Since 
Tony has been involved with a 
lot of the changes we’ve been 
making around the Book Den, I 
also asked him what he thought 
of them. He said he thinks the 
Book Den and Warehouse are 
more organized and definitely 
safer for the volunteers. 

Thanks, Tony, for all your work 
and your willingness to help out 
wherever we need you!  
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Friends Warehouse Sales 
Friday, January 9, 5-8 pm 
Warehouse $6/ Bag Sale ~ Members Preview 
(Memberships available at door.)

Saturday, January 10, 9 am-4 pm 
Saturday, January 11 9 am-4 pm 
Warehouse $6/Bag Sale ~ Open to the Public 
8250 Belvedere Avenue, Suite E, Sacramento 
No Friends discount for bag sale. 
Please note there is no parking allowed on the 
south side of Belvedere.

The Book Den is open every Thursday, 9 am to 2 
pm; Friday & Saturday from 10 am-5 pm.

Gift certificates are available at the Book Den. 
They are accepted by the Book Den and the 
Warehouse.

The Book Den and the Friends Warehouse are 
located at 8250 Belvedere, Suite E, Sacramento. 
For more information or to find out about Book 
Den/Warehouse volunteer openings, please 
contact: BookDen@SacLibFriends.org or call (916) 
731-8493.

Branch Book Sales 
Saturday, January 31, 1-6 pm 
Friday, February 6, 1-6 pm 
Saturday, February 7, 10-5 pm 
Arden-Dimick Friends Book Sale at Arden-Dimick 
Library

Saturday, February 21, 9 am-5 pm 
Tuesday, February 24, 10 am-8 pm 
Fair Oaks Friends Book Sale at Fair Oaks Library

In addition to these special book sales, all 
branch libraries have Friends book sale areas or 
bookstores that operate during regular library 
hours. The Rio Linda Friends Store is open 
on Saturdays from 1 to 6 pm at 440 Elkhorn 
Boulevard, Suite #7, Rio Linda. The Walnut 
Grove Book Keeper is open on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 4:30 pm and the 2nd 
Saturday from 1:00 to 4:30 pm in the Walnut 
Grove Library.

Among Friends is published six times a year by the 
Friends of the Sacramento Public Library
Communication Chair & Newsletter Editor: 

Trish Consunji Hamilton
Contributors: 

Carrie Sessarego, Karen Thomas, Pam Whiteley
Copy Editor: Lynn Eder

Production Editor: Trish Consunji Hamilton
Send feedback and suggestions to: 

newsletter@saclibfriends.org
To become an email subscriber contact: 

Denise Watts – membership@splfriends.org 
“Like” Friends of the Sacramento Public Library  

on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter @saclibFriends 

www.saclibfriends.org

Teens line up for The Busy Bus during Second Saturday Teen 
Gaming Club.

North Sacramento-Hagginwood 
Friends Support Second Saturday 
Teen Gaming Club
The Friends of the North Sacramento-Hagginwood 
Library sponsor a monthly after-hours event for 
teens on Second Saturdays from 6 to 8 pm. Youth 
ages 13-24 have the opportunity to play X-Box 
Kinect and Wii-U, work on computers and laptops, 
play card game tournaments, and watch movies. 
The Friends provide snacks and prizes. During the 
Summer Reading Program, the Friends provide The 
Busy Bus, a fully equipped video game bus.

“There is no pleasure so cheap, so innocent, 
and so remunerative as the real, hearty 
pleasure and taste for reading.”

– Robert Lowe, Speech to the Students of the 
Croydon Science and Art Schools

“Libraries will get you through times of no 
money better than money will get you through 
times of no libraries.”

– Anne Herbert


