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Save the Date!
Tuesday, July 8, 6:30 pm 
Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library Board meets at Rancho 
Cordova Library Community 
Room

Thursday, July 24, 3 pm 
Sacramento Public Library 
Authority meets in the Board 
of Supervisors Chambers at the 
County Building, 700 H Street

Friday, August 8, 5-8 pm 
Warehouse Sale for Friends 
Members 
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E, 
Sacramento

Saturday, August 9, 9 am-4 pm 
Warehouse Sale ~ Open to the 
public 
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E, 
Sacramento

Tuesday, August 12, 6:30 pm 
Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library Board meets at 
Southgate Library 
Community Room

Saturday, August 16, 9 am-4 
pm 
Warehouse Sale ~ Open to the 
public 
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E, 
Sacramento

Thursday, August 28, 3 pm 
Sacramento Public Library 
Authority meets in the Board 
of Supervisors Chambers at the 
County Building, 700 H Street

The number one purpose of the 
Friends of the Sacramento Public 
Library, as stated in our Articles 
of Incorporation, is to create 
public support for expanding 
the goals and objectives of the 
Sacramento Public Library and its 
Branch Libraries,and to advocate 
for them to the extent permitted 
by law. 

Measure B Passes—73% of Sacramento Voters 
Voted Yes!
On June 3, 2014, 73.02% of Sacramento voters voted Yes 
on Measure B, well above the 67% needed for the Measure 
to pass. This important measure augments the current 
parcel tax for City residents by $12 per year, providing 
an additional $1.9 million for the twelve Sacramento City 
libraries and ensuring that they will be able to preserve and 
improve existing hours and services.

The Yes on Measure B Campaign raised about $62,000 in 
campaign contributions. Half of this came from the Friends 
of the Sacramento Public Library including Friends groups 
at Cooledge, Del Paso Heights, Martin Luther King, North 
Natomas, Pocket-Greenhaven, South Natomas, and Valley 
Hi-North Laguna Libraries. The additional contributions 
came from the Sacramento Public Library Foundation 
($15,000), the Sacramento Area Firefighter Issue PAC 
($6,000), Steinberg for Senate 2010 ($5,000), Stationary 
Engineers Local 39 ($1,000), Angelique Ashby for City 
Council ($1,000), and twenty-one individual contributions 
totaling $2,400.

The bulk of campaign expenses paid for printing materials 
and mailing two postcards to likely voters. Additional 
expenses included print ads in community newspapers 
and magazines, 23 large signs distributed around the city, 
phone calls to non-absentee voters, and on-line ads. The 
campaign was assisted by professional in-kind contributions 
from the political consulting firm of Townsend, Raimundo, 
Besler & Usher (TRBU) who lent their campaign expertise, 
design, and production skills to the effort. Sharon Usher, 
the co-president of Friends of the Arden-Dimick Library and 
CEO of TRBU, played a major role in writing and producing 
campaign materials.

Campaign volunteers used a combination of grassroots 
outreach and social media to spread the word about 
Measure B. Seven house parties were held in different 
parts of the City to promote the campaign. Friends and 
Foundation volunteers staffed tables at Farmers’ Markets 
and attended local community events to pass out materials. 
As of election day, the “Be There for Sacramento Libraries” 
Facebook page had more than 2,500 supporters, and there 
were 2,845 visitors to the www.Bethereforlibraries.org 
website. 

The campaign was led by Mayor Pro Tem and District 1 
Council Member Angelique Ashby. Campaign Committee 
members included Paige Berry, April Butcher, Barbara 
Monroe, Kristan Otto, David Raimundo, Rivkah Sass, Mary 
Ellen Shay, Margaret Teichert, Sharon Usher, and Helen Yee. 
Friend’s member Karen Thomas coordinated the campaign 
and Jo Anne Marie (All Friends Secretary and President of 
the Valley Hi – North Laguna Friends) assisted with donors, 
house parties, advertising, and outreach. Friend’s members 
from all twelve city branch groups and many of the county 
branches assisted with outreach, locating strategic locations 
for campaign signs, and social media.
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Meet the Friends: Heather Hutchison
By Carrie Sessarego

Heather Hutcheson, 
one of two Friends’ 
presidents at the 
Colonial Heights 
Library, shares this 
position with Laura 
Rios. This setup 
allows them to 
contribute in different 
ways based on their 
hectic travel and 
work schedules. 
Innovative ideas like this are key to the success of the 
Colonial Heights Friends. 

The Colonial Heights Friends are particularly effective 
when it come to what Heather calls “friend-raising” 
as opposed to fundraising. One of their projects is 
a community garden, which even includes a seed 
library. If you take a packet of sunflower seeds from 
this branch’s garden, for example, you can use them 
to grow your own sunflowers. Then you’re expected 
to bring back to them some seeds from your own 
sunflowers.

Yet another project the Colonial Heights Friends has 
developed is an ongoing art contest. Every quarter, a 
new artwork by a local artist is selected for display in 
a digital gallery in the Library. Another project is the 
planned development of a tool library so people can 
borrow any tools they need.

Facilitating a sense of community is important to 
the Colonial Heights Group. The Friends periodically 
host a pancake breakfast as well as bi-weekly family 
game nights. They include community events in their 
monthly newsletter. Thanks to a grant from the Human 
Resources Commission, their Community Room is 
being updated, and Heather is clearly very excited 
about what she says will be “an even more inviting 
space!”

Heather is a full-time instructor at Consumes 
College, where she teaches composition, poetry, and 
creative writing. Her favorite authors include Sandra 
McPherson, Billy Collins, and Pearl S. Buck. Heather 
says that Pearl S. Buck’s novel, The Good Earth, has 
been a significant influence on her. “It made me aware 
from a very young age of the inheritance we have, and 
the importance of preserving it.”

Heather wants people to know that there are no strings 
attached to joining the Friends or participating in 
Friends’-related activities. “We work very much under 
the community organizing model of John McKnight, 
who said ‘There are no strangers, just friends we 
haven’t met.’ People are always afraid that there is a 
hook of some sort—but we just want to get to know 
you.”

So please check out the innovative, inspiring, and 
welcoming environment of the Colonial Heights Library! 

Book Den Internet Department Continues  
to Expand
By Pam Whiteley

Did you know that the Book Den has an Internet 
Department?  It is headed up by Len Marowitz, whose 
great team has made the Book Den a power seller 
on EBay with a 100% rating. As you may know, the 
Book Den receives thousands of donated books of all 
different genres and a wide range of resale values—
anywhere from next to nothing to hundreds or even 
thousands of dollars. If you’re not an expert or a 
professional bookseller, you probably wouldn’t know 
that the book you just donated actually was a valuable 
first edition.

 Though most of the books go onto the shelves in the 
store or are sold at the regular Friends Warehouse 
sales, the First Sorters, those dedicated people who 
spend their time going through the many boxes and 
bags of donations when they first come in, are always 
on the lookout for books that might be valuable. If 
they’re not sure, they turn to Joanne Murphy, the 
resident “expert,” for another opinion. If she thinks it 
might be valuable, she sends it over to the Internet 
Department. But it’s still a hit or miss situation—a 
book published in 1895 might only be worth $3.00. 
The prices are determined by checking out comparable 
books in the same condition on Amazon and other 
sites, much the same way you might list your great 
aunt’s sugar bowl. The team uses a cutoff price of $25 
or higher for listing.  If the books don’t sell after one or 
two years, they’re taken off and sold at the Warehouse.

Being an Amazon or EBay seller means that the 
websites have to be checked regularly, and shipping 
has to be within 2 days. This takes a lot of dedication 
from the team. Each person works two mornings a 
week from 9-12 pm. According to Len, they can use 
some more help right now. He needs two people—one 
for the EBay site and one for the Amazon site. Do you 
have a few hours a week to spend with some great 
books and help check out these books on the Internet? 
If so, please contact Len through the Book Den at 
916-731-8493.  Visit the Book Den Internet store at 
Amazon at http://amzn.to/UrQ3NI and the EBay store 
at http://www.ebay.com/usr/sacramentobookden. 

Internet SalesTeam (L – R)  Dennis Fong, Barbara 
Boehn, Len Marowitz, Sarah Hunt.

The truth is libraries are raucous clubhouses for free 
speech, controversy, and community.” 

~ Paula Poundstone



 3

A Message from the Library Director 
By Rivkah Sass

As we head into the second half of 
2014, Sacramento Public Library 
has a lot to celebrate. The Library 
received national recognition for 
innovative programs and services 
from the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services, received 

the prestigious John Cotton Dana award for our 
outstanding series of programs related to the works 
of Edgar Allan Poe, and—the cherry on top of our 
cupcake—Sacramento City voters approved Measure 
B, which assures supplemental funding for our City 
libraries. Thank you Sacramento from the bottom of 
our hearts!

Sacramento Public Library is busy this summer 
providing 1,700 different programs  at our 28 
libraries during Summer Reading, providing meals at 
the Valley Hi-North Laguna and Southgate libraries 
and doing our best to make sure that families 
understand that reading is critical to achieving in 
school and success later in life. We are serious about 
our efforts to get kids reading and, more important, to 
help them love it.

But the Library isn’t just about kids. We are excited 
to announce the launch of a service designed to help 
adults attain their high school diplomas through our 
Career Online High School. We will extend invitations 
to everyone for its first graduation ceremony!

At this point of the year, we are very proud of our 
accomplishments, excited about what the future 
holds, and so grateful for the support we receive 
every day from the Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library.

Storage unit is filled 
with additional books.

Warehouse volunteers go 
through bags and bags of 

donated books.

Book Den and Warehouse Volunteers 
Handle Huge Donation
By Pam Whiteley

If there is a Guinness Book record for “one-time book 
donations to a non-profit used book facility,” then our 
own Belvedere facility would definitely win—and in 
a big way. In May we were contacted by a company 
that was clearing out the residence of an avid book 
person. They delivered 11 large truckloads of books 
to us on May 14th and May 15th. The books arrived 
in large contractors garbage bags, and, as they 
arrived, we packed them into boxes.  A number of our 
volunteers worked both days. Once we couldn’t take 
any more books at the Warehouse we rented a nearby 
storage unit and had the remainder delivered directly 
there. The 10’X30’ storage unit is completely filled 
with bags of books!

We found out that the gentleman who had owned the 
books was a man who had been buying books from 
the Book Den for many years. Most of the books were 
in exceptional condition. I’m sure you will find many 
wonderful additions to our Warehouse and Book 
Den because of this donation. Now that the June 
Warehouse sale is over, we will be bringing the extra 
bags back to the facility to sort through, a few at a 
time.

Our successful quarterly Warehouse sale was held 
on June 6th, 7th, and 14th..  The heat didn’t deter 
people from looking for deals on their favorite books. 
The teams of volunteers who give of their time 
and energy to keep our Belvedere facility running 
smoothly are to be commended. 

Our operations at the facility include the Book Den, 
open each week Thursday through Saturday from 9 
am to 2 pm, the Warehouse with 6 sales a year, and 
our rapidly expanding Internet Division. If you would 
like to be a part of this dedicated, energetic team 
please contact Jo Anne Marie by phone at 916-384-
7842 or through email at fspl@att.net.

HELP WANTED! 
Community Outreach Events Coordinator

The Friends are looking for a good communicator who 
is familiar with the branch Friends network to take on 
the newly-created volunteer position of “Community 
Outreach Events Coordinator”. The Events Coordinator 
will play a key role in helping to build awareness of 
and support for the Friends by putting in place and 
overseeing an organized way to provide a Friends 
“presence” at various community events such as the 
Sacramento Bee Book Club and the Jane Austen Tea.  
Duties will include recruiting volunteers willing to assist 
at events, identifying training needs, maintaining sets 
of supplies to be brought to events, and advising 
the board on how to improve events support. The 
workload will vary but we expect it would average 
5 to 8 hours per week. If you are interested or have 
questions please contact Chuck Shulock, Chair of 
the Library Education and Outreach Committee, 
at cshulock@me.com. 
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Friends Warehouse Sales
Friday, August 8, 5-8 pm 
Warehouse Sale ~ Members Preview 
(Memberships available at door)

Saturday, August 9, 9 am-4 pm 
Saturday, August 16, 9 am-4 pm 
Warehouse Sale ~ Open to the Public 
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E, Sacramento

Please note there is no parking allowed on the south 
side of Belvedere.

The Book Den is open every Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday, 9 am to 2 pm. Gift certificates are 
available at the Book Den. They are accepted by the 
Book Den and the Warehouse.

The Book Den and the Friends Warehouse are located 
at 8250 Belvedere Avenue, Suite E, Sacramento. For 
more information contact fspl@att.net or call (916) 
731-8493.

To find out about Book Den/Warehouse volunteer 
openings, please contact: 731-8493 or 
splallfriends@gmail.com.

Branch Book Sales 
Saturday, August 2, 10 am-5 pm 
Sylvan Oaks Friends Book Sale 
Sylvan Oaks Library

Thursday, August 21, 10 am-8 pm 
Arden-Dimick Friends Giant One-Day Sale 
Arden-Dimick Library

In addition to these special book sales, all branch 
libraries have Friends book sale areas or bookstores 
that operate during regular library hours. The Rio 
Linda Friends Store is open on Saturdays from 1 to 6 
pm at 440 Elkhorn Blvd., Suite #7, Rio Linda. The 
Walnut Grove Book Keeper is open on the 2nd and 
4th Wednesdays from 1:00 to 4:30 pm and the 2nd 
Saturday from 1:00 to 4:30 pm in the Walnut Grove 
Library.

Among Friends is published six times a year by the  
Friends of the Sacramento Public Library.
Newsletter Coordinators – Karen Thomas  

and Pam Whiteley
Contributors – Danielle Dunn, Carrie Sessarego  

and Pam Whiteley 
Copy Editor – Lynn Eder

Production Editor – Trish Consunji Hamilton
Please send feedback about the newsletter or suggestions 

for future issues to newsletter@saclibfriends.org.
For membership information or to become an email 

subscriber contact Denise Watts at  
membership@saclibfriends.org

“Like” Friends of the Sacramento Public Library  
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter @saclibFriends
www.saclibfriends.org

(L-R) Friends Randee Tavarez, Jo Anne Marie, and Pam 
Whiteley provide information to voters about Measure 
B at the Sunday morning Farmers’ Market under the 
freeway.

Kathi Windheim (Pocket Friends President) organized 
this fun house party for Measure B at Nan Highstreet’s 
on May 21. Campaign Chair Mayor Pro Tem Angelique 
Ashby was in attendance with two of her children as was 
Library Director Rivkah Sass and city council candidate 
Rick Jennings.
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Has anyone out there not 
seen The Matrix? Anyone? I 
was late to join the majority, 
but for those of you who still 
haven't seen it, be prepared 
for lots of guns, lots of epic 
fight sequences, and a 
storyline that will make you 
question your surroundings. 
This is an action movie, but 
it’s grounded in philosophy. 
So much that the directors, 
Larry and Andy Wachowski, 

required the principal cast members to read books 
like Simulacra and Simulation by Jean Baudrillard 
before production. The Matrix was the Wachowski’s 
first major hit, and it popularized the method, “bullet 
time.” Check it out and see for yourself!

This is the story of the amazing 
Frida Kahlo. She was a surrealist 
painter, a daughter, a wife, but 
most importantly, a fighter. She 
overcame tremendous personal 
obstacles because she willed 
herself to succeed. This movie 
will not only introduce you to a 
great artist, it will inspire you 
to work harder to achieve your 
dreams. 

Action Comedy

Biopic

Meet Me at the Film Shelf

Happy July everyone! I hope these movies find you well! 
~ Danielle Dunn

If you’re a fan of Wes 
Anderson then you’ll like 
this film. Like his others, 
The Life Aquatic with Steve 
Zissou is whimsy and colorful, 
quirky yet formal. The 
cinematography is beautiful, 
and the special effects look 
like they came straight out 
of The Rainbow Fish. This 
film lets you escape to a 
romanticized world, co-
created by Noah Baumbach. 
In short, if you like the song “Life on Mars” by David 
Bowie, and if you’ve ever thought, “I bet that song 
would be fantastic in Portuguese,” then this movie 
was made for you.

It’s difficult, sometimes 
impossible, for me to stop 
watching a movie that I’ve 
already started. Regardless, 
I can usually tell if I’m going 
to like a movie after watching 
the first ten minutes of it. 
I wasn’t impressed with 
the first 10 minutes of The 
Namesake. I thought it was 
slow, but boy was I wrong. 
This film just follows a 
different structure; it doesn't have a traditional climax 
and resolution. Instead, it shows us over 30 years 
of a family’s life, with all its ups and downs. The 
Namesake will move you, it will teach you about 
Bengali culture, and it might just inspire you to read 
Gogol’s The Overcoat. 

Drama


