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Save the Date!
Friday, January 10, 5 – 8 pm
(Friends members preview)
Saturday, January 11, 9 am – 4 pm
Sunday, January 12, 9 am – 4pm
Warehouse $6/Bag Sale
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E
Sacramento

Tuesday, January 14, 6:30 pm
Friends of Sacramento Public Library
Board meets at Arcade Library 
Community Room

Thursday, January 23, 3 – 5 pm
Sacramento Public Library Authority 
meets in Board of Supervisors 
Chambers at the County Building, 
700 H Street

Sunday, January 26, 1 pm
Friends of Sacramento Public Library 
Annual Meeting at Fair Oaks Library

Tuesday, February 11, 6:30 pm
Friends of Sacramento Public Library
Board meets at Southgate Library 
Community Room

Friday, February 21, 7:30 pm
Paula Poundstone at the Crest Theater

Saturday, February 22, 10 am
All Friends Branch meeting at Arcade 
Library

Thursday, February 27, 3 – 5 pm
Sacramento Public Library Authority 
meets in Board of Supervisors 
Chambers at the County Building, 
700 H Street

A Message from the  
Library Director
By Rivkah Sass

Happy 2014!

Now is the time when the experts and the pundits 
are all telling us what to expect for the coming year: “It will 
be exceptionally wet, no, it will be very dry; the economy will 
rebound with a vengeance or it might slow down; housing prices 
will go up but they may go down; you might win the lottery 
though the odds are not in your favor.” As that most eminent 
of oracles Yogi Berra once said, “It’s hard to make predictions, 
especially about the future.”

While Yogi may have had it right, I’m going to predict that in 
addition to being the Year of the Horse, 2014 is going to be 
the Year of the Library. The talented and dedicated staff of 
Sacramento Public Library is already working hard to make 
sure that our communities have the resources and opportunities 
they need. The Library is doing its part to help young children 
get ready to read, provide after school help for students, help 
adults learn new skills with technology, and inform and entertain 
everyone in between. I predict that we will continue to surprise 
everyone with what we can and will do for Sacramento in 2014.

Of course I also predict that we will continue to be able to do so 
much more thanks to the hard work and generosity of the Friends 
of Sacramento Public Library. They work so hard at each and 
every one of our 28 locations, the bookmobile, and through Alt+ 
Friends (those 20s and 30s who love the library too).

The number one purpose of the 
Friends of the Sacramento Public 
Library, as stated in our Articles of 
Incorporation, is to create public 
support for expanding the goals and 
objectives of the Sacramento Public 
Library and its Branch Libraries, and 
to advocate for them to the extent 
permitted by law.

Sacramento City Council to Vote on Library 
Measure January 21
In 2013 the Friends worked hard alongside library administrators, 
Foundation leaders, and city officials to help address the funding 
deficit for Sacramento City Library branches. 

The Sacramento City Council is now considering a measure for 
June of 2014 ballot that would augment the existing parcel tax 
on City property owners. If this measure passes, it would make it 
more likely that all City branches could remain open.

As we go to press, the City Council is expected to vote on this 
ballot measure at their regular meeting on Tuesday, January 21, 
2014, at 6 pm. It is important to have a strong turnout of Friends 
and other library supporters at this meeting to show support for 
increased library funding. Please plan to join us at City Hall on 
this date.

Get up-to-date information about the city ballot measure and 
other issues affecting libraries by signing up for Friends Advocacy 
Alerts and Updates on our web site ~ http://www.saclibfriends.
org/advocacy/ or contact Pauline Grenbeaux at pgrenbeaux@
gmail.com.

– Pauline Grenbeaux, Library Education & Action Committee



 2

Meet a Family of Friends: Mary Sessarego, 
Carrie Sessarego, Kate Raley, and  
Linden Tarr!
By Carrie Sessarego

For the McGowan 
descendants of 
West Sacramento, 
volunteering for the 
library is a family 
business. I had the 
great pleasure of 
interviewing my mother, 
Mary (maiden name 
McGowan), my younger cousin Katie, and my daughter 
Linden for this article. All of us have volunteered for the 
library in some capacity—Kate in West Sacramento, 
Mary in Folsom, and myself and Linden in Sacramento. 
And these are only the McGowan descendants whose 
involvement I’m presently aware of. I fully expect a flood 
of emails from my aunts, uncles and cousins saying, 
“Hey! Didn’t you know that I…”! We are a large family of 
readers and writers!
Each of us has valued education and giving for 
generations. My great-great-grandparents made sure that 
my grandmother, Phoebe McGowan, was able to finish 
high school and graduate from Stanford Nursing School. 
An avid reader, Phoebe was a member of the West 
Sacramento Library Friends. My grandfather, V.C. “Mac” 
McGowan, had little formal education, but he admired it 
in others and supported his children as they pursued it. 
“My father was a feminist,” said my mother, Mary. “He 
taught us that we could do whatever we wanted to do 
whether we were boys or girls—which was lucky since 
he had one boy and five girls!”
Mary’s love of libraries started the summer after the 
family moved to West Sacramento. She was around nine 
years old. “We lived a few blocks from the library, and I 
was allowed to walk there by myself. I would walk to the 
library and check out my books, and then go next door 
to the grocery store and buy a Popsicle. Then I would 
go to the park and read and eat my Popsicle. And I just 
loved it!”
Mary has been active with the Folsom Library Friends 
since she moved to Folsom about fifteen years ago. It 
gave her a way to meet new friends and be active in her 
new community. She’s been secretary for several terms 
and has been the president. Currently she holds two 
luncheons each year, one for volunteers and one for staff, 
and helps coordinate the two large annual book sales. 

Kate started volunteering for the West Sacramento 
Friends when she graduated from college and returned 
to the States after working overseas. She assisted with 
book sales, something she does now in Annapolis, 
Maryland. “Everybody deserves access to free books. 
And everybody needs to have a place where everyone 
can get access to a computer, regardless of their race, 
gender, or economic status.” When I asked Kate why 
she specifically picked the Friends to volunteer with, she 
pointed out that library involvement has always been 

Third All Friends One Book Dinner Brings 
Together Library Friends from All Over 
Sacramento County
The Third Annual One Book Sacramento Friends Dinner 
was a huge success and a lot of fun. Two hundred fifty-
nine people attended, including Friends from eighteen 
branches, Library staff, and local public officials. The 
theme this year was based on the works of Edgar Allan 
Poe. 

Vice Mayor Angelique Ashby gave a welcoming 
address, kicking off an evening of entertainment and 
dining. The Friends enjoyed great food, live music 
from Carrie Sessarego and Riley O’Donnell, a trivia 
contest and quote contest, a silent auction, and a 
costume contest. We had a tie this year in the children’s 
division between two black cats—Linden Tarr and 
Lauren Fong.  The Orangevale Friends took home “Best 
Individual Costume” for “The Oval Portrait,” and the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Friends won “Best Group Table, 
Theme, and Costumes” for “The Masque of the Red 
Death.”  Organizer Kathi Windheim was the knight 
from “El Dorado,” while Tom Block, a junior from C.K. 
McClatchy, portrayed Edgar Allan Poe himself.

Our heartfelt thanks go out to the Dinner Committee. 
Joanne Iwamyia (Elk Grove), Jo Anne Marie (Valley-Hi 
North Laguna), and Kathi Windheim (Pocket) worked 
tirelessly to organize the event and prepare decorations 
and costumes. We are also grateful to the thirty-five 
volunteers from local schools who helped with serving, 
grading trivia sheets, and providing entertainment.

something our 
family has turned 
to, especially 
during times 
of transition. 
“It provides us 
with a sense of 
community and 
with a sense of 
giving back. It’s 
a known and 
safe thing with a history of success, both politically and 
personally!”

I joined the FSPL Friends when my daughter, Linden, 
started kindergarten. I’ve served as secretary of FSPL, 
general board member, and Central Friends president, 
soon to be transitioning to vice president. Linden quickly 
got used to going to events with me, and she has helped 
me when I work in the bookstore and sign up new 
members at events, including the Archive Crawl and 
Summer Reading Kick-Off. Linden has also spoken at 
several City Council meetings about the importance of 
libraries. 

I asked my mother why she thinks our family cares so 
much about libraries in particular, and here’s what she 
said: “You walk into a library, and anybody can go. You 
don’t have to pay—you can be anyone. It’s democracy at 
its best. Don’t you think so?”

Well, yeah, Mom, I do! Well said!

Continued on page 3

Kate and husband Ryan Burnett 
stop at McKinley Library after their 
wedding in the Rose Garden.

Carrie, Linden, and Mary all 
share a love of libraries.
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Kudos to the Dinner Committee (L-R) Jo Anne Marie, 
Kathi Windheim, and Joanne Iwamiya.

The Friends were joined by public officials, including Elk 
Grove Mayor Gary Davis, Elk Grove Councilmember Jim 
Cooper, assembly members Dr. Richard Pan and Roger 
Dickinson, Supervisor Don Nottoli, and City of Sacramento 
Councilmember Steve Hansen.  Sacramento Poet Laureate 
John Allen Cann and Sacramento Public Library Director 
Rivkah Sass also attended this sold out event.

Those of us who attended the dinner left feeling full, 
happy, and inspired.  Join us next year for this wonderful 
annual event!

Continued from page 2

Orangevale Friends win costume award.

Martin Luther King Friends show “Mask of the Red 
Death”.

Edgar Allen Poe (Tom Block), 
Library Director Rivkah Sass, 
and Sacramento City Council 
member Steve Hanson.

2014 Friends Annual Meeting and Nominating 
Committee Report
The Annual Meeting of the Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library will take place on Sunday, January 26, 2013, 
at 1:00 p.m., at the Fair Oaks Library, 11601 Fair Oaks 
Blvd., Fair Oaks, California 95628. All current members are 
encouraged to attend and vote.

The report of the Nominating Committee is as follows:

ELECTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Our by-laws state that there will be a “…minimum of 9 and 
a maximum of 15 Board Members…” 

We have seven returning FSPL Board Members for 2014-
2015 who will not be up for election this year. They are: 

• Robert “Bob” Gorham
• Jerry Jaggers (appointed by board in October 2013)
• Mike Parker (appointed by board in November 2013)
• Jeff Rubin
• Karen Thomas
• Pam Whitely (appointed by board in October 2013) 
• Mike Willis

We are nominating six people to be board members for two-
year terms from 2014-2016. They are:

• Pauline Grenbeaux (current board member)
• Anthony “Tony” Hackett (current board member)
• Carly Hegle (appointed by board in September 2013)
• Joanne Iwamiya (current board member)
• Jo Anne Marie (current board member
• Chuck Shulock (new board member)

This leaves two additional open seats on the board. 
Immediately following the presentation of the Nominating 
Committee report, nominations may be made from the floor 
by any member, provided the consent of the nominee shall 
have been given. Voting for board of directors will then take 
place.

The Friends Board meets the second Tuesday of every 
month, except August when there is no meeting. The 
meetings are open to everyone.

NOMINATIONS OF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Members of the Executive Committee are elected for one 
year terms (2014-2015). Only the position of President 
requires one year of prior Board Service.

This year we have several seats in which more than one 
person is running. We will vote by secret ballot for these 
officers. 

Submitted by the Nominating Committee – Carrie Sessarego, 
916-730-5438, or sessarego1@gmail.com, and Terry 
Chekon, 916-428-5793, tchekon@aol.com.

Candidates for 
President

• Robert “Bob” 
Gorham

• Jeff Rubin

Candidates for 
Secretary

• Jo Anne Marie
• Mike Parker

Candidates for Vice-
President

• Pauline 
Grenbeaux

• Joanne 
Iwamiya 

Candidate for 
Treasurer

• Mike Willis

Among Friends is published six times a year by the  
Friends of the Sacramento Public Library.
Karen Thomas – Newsletter Coordinator

Carrie Sessarego – Features Editor
Lynn Eder – Copy Editor

Trish Consunji Hamilton – Production Editor

Please send feedback about the newsletter or suggestions for 
future issues to newsletter@saclibfriends.org

For membership information or to become an email subscriber 
contact Denise Watts at membership@saclibfriends.org
“Like” Friends of the Sacramento Public Library on 

Facebook
Follow us on Twitter @saclibFriends

www.saclibfriends.org
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Friends Warehouse Sales
Friday, January 10, 5 – 8 pm 
Warehouse $6/ Bag Sale ~ Members Preview 
(memberships available at door)

Saturday, January 11, 9 am – 4 pm 
Sunday, January 12, 9 am – 4 pm 
Warehouse $6/Bag Sale ~ Open to the Public 
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E, Sacramento

Please note there is no parking allowed on the south 
side of Belvedere.

The Book Den is open every Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday, 9 am to 2 pm. Gift certificates are 
available at the Book Den. They are accepted by the 
Book Den and the Warehouse.

The Book Den and the Friends Warehouse are located 
at 8250 Belvedere, Suite E, Sacramento. For more 
information contact fspl@att.net or call  
(916) 731-8493.

To find out about Book Den/Warehouse volunteer 
openings, please contact: 731-8493 or 
splallfriends@gmail.com.

Branch Book Sales 
Friday, January 31, 1 – 6 pm 
Saturday, February 1, 10 am – 5 pm 
Arden-Dimick Friends Book Sale at Arden-Dimick 
Library

Wednesday, February 5, 12 – 7 pm 
North Highlands-Antelope Friends Mini Book Sales in 
Library foyer

In addition to these special book sales, all branch 
libraries have Friends book sale areas or bookstores 
that operate during regular library hours. The Rio 
Linda Friends Store is open on Fridays and Saturdays 
from 1 to 6 pm at 440 Elkhorn Blvd., Suite #7, 
Rio Linda. The Walnut Grove Book Keeper is open 
on Thursdays from 1:00 to 4:30 pm in the Walnut 
Grove Library.

828 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
www.saclibfriends.org
Return Service Requested

McClatchy Library 
Friends celebrate 
the opening of the 
second floor for 
public use. In the 
foreground, Alex 
Zabelin speaks 
to Pat Halliday, a 
McClatchy patron 
since it first opened 
in 1940.

Guests (including former mayor Anne Rudin) view the newly-
opened second floor reading room at McClatchy Library.


