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Save the Date!
Tuesday, November 12, 6:30 pm
Friends of Sacramento Public Library
Board meets at Rancho Cordova 
Community Room

Saturday, November 30
Libraries closed ~ staff furlough day

Friday, December 6, 5-8 pm
(Friends members preview)
Saturday, December 7, 9 am-4 pm
Saturday, December 14, 9 am-4 pm
Warehouse Book Sale
8250 Belvedere Avenue, Suite E
Sacramento

Saturday, December 8, 2 pm
Jane Austen Tea at Central Library

Wednesday, December 11, 3-5 pm
Sacramento Public Library Authority 
meets in Board of Supervisors 
Chambers at the County Building, 
700 H Street

Thursday, December 26
Libraries closed ~ staff furlough day

January 10, 11, 12 
Friday 5-8 pm ~ Friends Members 
Preview, Saturday and Sunday,  
9 am-4 pm ~ Open to the Public
Warehouse Bag Sale
8250 Belvedere Avenue, Suite E
Sacramento

Saturday, January 26, 1 pm
Friends of Sacramento Public Library 
Annual Meeting at Fair Oaks Library

Friday, February 21, 7:30 pm
Paula Poundstone at the Crest Theater

A Message from the Library Director
By Rivkah Sass
“Books make great gifts because they have whole worlds 
inside of them. And it’s much cheaper to buy somebody 

a book than it is to buy them the whole world!”  
~Neil Gaiman

I recently had an amazing experience celebrating the 
tutors and learners in Sacramento Public Library’s Adult Literacy 
Program. I was privileged to meet a woman who, after retiring 
from 42 years on the job, decided to give herself a gift and learn to 
read. I also met a woman who has been tutoring for more than 20 
years and whose most recent learner voted for the first time. And I 
met yet another learner who is now taking college classes, thanks 
to having successfully completed the Library’s Adult Literacy 
Program. 

Meeting these wonderful people made me realize that gifts don’t 
always come in “pretty packages” and that the gift of time lovingly 
spent teaching an adult to read is truly a gift that lives on. 

As you consider what gifts to give this holiday season, please think 
about helping a child develop a lifelong love of reading (a list of 
recommended books to give appears in the on-line issue of this 
newsletter), or give yourself the gift of becoming an adult literacy 
tutor. You can find out more information about the library literacy 
program at http://www.saclibrary.org/Services/Adult-Literacy/.

You have the power to make all the difference.

The number one purpose of the 
Friends of the Sacramento Public 
Library, as stated in our Articles of 
Incorporation, is to create public 
support for expanding the goals and 
objectives of the Sacramento Public 
Library and its Branch Libraries, and 
to advocate for them to the extent 
permitted by law.

Editor’s Note
In the September/October issue of Among Friends our article on 
the Friends 2012 Financial Report mentioned that the Friends 
full tax returns are available on the “About” page of our website 
~ www.saclibfriends.org. Please note that Part XIII Supplemental 
Information on Schedule D of that tax return concerning our 
endowment fund has been amended. The amended version is 
now available on our website. The Friends appreciate the manner 
in which the Sacramento Public Library Foundation managed 
the endowment funds when they were under the care of the 
Foundation.

In addition, we received an anonymous note from a reader 
suggesting that we should set an example for others by using 
cheaper paper for our newsletter. I consulted with our printer, 
Steve Bralley at IPS Printing on K Street. Steve said that he gets 
a large discount by buying his paper in bulk and that the paper 
we use is very economical. We save additional printing costs 
by using only two colors rather than full color printing. The best 
way to help us save money on our newsletter is to become an 
email subscriber by contacting Denise Watts at membership@
saclibfriends.org.

As always, we welcome your feedback and suggestions for 
articles. Please send them to newsletter@saclibfriends.org .

Karen Thomas, Communication Committee Chair 
Friends of the Sacramento Public Library
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Meet the Friends: Kyle Wing
By Judith Anshin

When Dorien Sarles 
was pregnant with her 
son, Kyle Wing, she was 
president of Cooledge 
Friends, so Kyle was 
destined to be a Friends 
supporter/volunteer/
director. As a very small 
child he accompanied 
his mother and dad, Ken, 
to book cleanings and 
sortings, worked at the 
three day Monster Book 
Sale of old and attended 

the Ice Cream Social. He was given age-appropriate 
tasks such as taping the cartons to form the book 
boxes, putting price stickers on books, making popcorn 
for the book sales, setting up and taking down the 
chairs, etc. for the ice cream 
social, and on and on. 

Once he became a sophomore 
at McClatchy High School, 
he decided he was ready to 
join our branch Friend’s Board 
of Directors. His teen-age 
perspective and long term 
memory of the Friends and our 
events were a great addition 
to our Board. Now he has 
graduated from McClatchy and 
is headed to Carnegie Mellon 
University to pursue a degree in architecture. Given his 
life-long involvement with a library group, it is most 
appropriate that he attend a university founded by 
Andrew Carnegie!

I suspect we will never have another individual whose 
entire life has been associated with our Friends group 
in this way. For me personally it has been a pleasure 
and an honor to watch the little boy grow into the 
wonderful young adult he is today. His parents are 
still very involved with Friends so I’m sure we will see 
more of Kyle when he is home on breaks. All of us at 
Cooledge Friends wish him great success as he begins 
this next phase of his life. 

This article originally appeared in the Belle Cooledge 
Friends Newsletter. The Cooledge Friends Board later 
received this letter from Kyle.

12 Sep 2013

To the Belle Cooledge Friends of the Library Board,

This library has raised me. I’ve seen it go through 
its worst times and its best times, through proposed 
expansions to actual renovations, through new 
management, and new librarians, monster book sales, 
and tiny book stores. I’ve seen David Lee stuff an entire 
piece of pizza in his mouth; I’ve climbed to the top of 
the storage closet and touched the ceiling, only to tip 
over the stacks moments later. I’ve gotten pinched, 
poked, and high-fived by Bill. I’ve seen book dealers 

Elk Grove Friends and Mayor Davis Team 
Up to Share Technology with the Library!
By Carrie Sessarego

The Elk Grove Friends recently 
partnered with Elk Grove Mayor 
Gary Davis to provide new 
technology for the Elk Grove 
Library. Their goals were threefold:
1. Provide the library with iPads 
that can be mounted at child 
height to be used (in library only) 
by toddlers and preschoolers 
and their parents to promote early 
childhood literacy

2. Provide Google Chrome Books (laptops) for the teen 
area

3. Provide a display screen 
for the front area of the 
library

In addition, the plan 
included funds for 
improved wiring and a 
fund for future upgrades 
and maintenance of the 
equipment. Together, the 
Friends and Mayor were 
able to use innovative 
means to raise the funds for the project. By using the 
crowdsource website Citizinvestor, they were able to 
raise funds online, which the Friends matched, to 
purchase the iPads. The Friends paid for the remainder 
of the project.

Crowdsourcing is a relatively new method of 
fundraising. Groups can post a description of their 
project online (in this case, on the Citizinvestor 
website) and ask for donations to fund the project. The 
website processes the donations and sends a check 
to the successful fundraisers. When a donor makes 
a donation on a crowdsourcing site, they are actually 
making a pledge—their credit card is not charged until 
the project’s fundraising goals have been fully met. 

“The Elk Grove Friends proved to be a perfect partner 
in raising funds for early literacy development,” said 
Mayor Gary Davis. “I look forward to taking on even 

trade in their lists of book prices to scanners connected 
to Amazon. I’ve seen a dozen people scrambling during 
the Ice Cream Social for scoops, for bowls, for spoons, 
for the latest Harry Potter book. Some people here 
know me just as well as my good friends, because 
they are my good friends! I’ve gotten so much out of 
this library and there is no way I can thank the people 
who make it better every day (or every other month). 
Without this library, without this community, without 
this consistent anchor in my life for 18 years, it is an 
understatement to say my childhood, my upbringing, 
my development as a human, would have been 
different. I can’t thank you all enough. 

~ Kyle Wing

Continued on page 3

Kyle Wing in 
recent photo.

Young Friends, Scott 
Newman (recently of 
Pocket-Greenhave Friends) 
and Kyle Wing, show off 
crafts made at library 
event in late 1990s.

Elk Grove Friends 
President, Rick Mercer 
and Board Member, Jeff 
Rubin.

Elk Grove Mayor 
Gary Davis
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Advocacy Update: Gearing Up for 
Assessment Renewal
By Pauline Grenbeaux and Carrie Sessarego

We have great news! Poll respondents in the City of 
Sacramento love the Sacramento Public Library. In 
addition, more than two-thirds of them are willing to 
renew the special assessment for Library services at 
its current amount. The assessment, which provides 
a significant amount of funding for city branches, 
is due for renewal. The challenge lies in persuading 
voters to approve a higher amount so that the 
Library can sustain funding to operate at current 
levels. During the next few weeks, the Friends and 
Foundation will work together with other community 
members to determine the best strategy for 2014.

We have a lot to think about. We need to increase 
awareness to help people see the value of the 
services our Library offers and how critical they are 
to our communities. Whatever measure is eventually 
put before the voters, whether it be a renewal, 
augmentation or increase, it will require the support 
of everyone involved to pass it. 

Friends and Foundation coalition leaders Mary Ellen 
Shay and Pauline Grenbeaux will continue to review 
numbers, assess options, and talk with the Library 
administration and city representatives about what is 
possible and what the risks are. If you would like to 
voice your comments or concerns, make suggestions, 
or receive updates on advocacy activity, please email 
Pauline Grenbeaux at pgrenbeaux@gmail.com.

Informational Meeting on November 2 for 
Cooledge Friends London Garden Tour
Friends of Belle Cooledge Library are sponsoring 
a Gardens of London Tour May 17-24, 2014. 
There will be an informational meeting about the 
tour on Saturday, November 2, at 2 pm in the 
Cooledge Community Room. For more information 
contact Judith Anshin at 916-457-1426 or 
CooledgeFriends@hotmail.com. You can see more 
details about the tour in our on-line edition of this 
newsletter which is posted at www.saclibfriends.org.

Raley’s “‘NickelAid” Program Supports 
Summer Reading in 2014!
Raley’s Family of Fine Stores will be donating up 
to $100,000 to California Libraries to help fund 
summer reading programs in 2014. This generous 
donation is a result of the “NickelAid” program. Every 
time you use a reusable bag (or reuse a paper bag) 
at Raley’s they will donate five cents per bag to a 
charity. During a recent contest on Raley’s Facebook 
page, consumers had the opportunity to vote daily 
for one of four nonprofit organizations. Raley’s 
said nearly 50% of voters chose to support public 
libraries. This year, Summer Reading garnered the 
most votes, showing the effectiveness of using social 
media as a fundraising tool! 

Interim Branch Supervisor, Amanda Foulk, and Colonial 
Heights Friends Treasurer, Martin McIlroy, hold up the iPad 
purchased by Colonial Heights Friends to support children’s 
programs.

The very first Spelling Bee held at North Highlands-Antelope 
Library on October 5th was a great success, thanks to the 
efforts of Friends’ chairperson, Doris Vermillion. Eighteen 
students participated, and Ethan Calvo took home the first 
place trophy plus a new Kindle Paperwhite thanks to the 
Foothill-Highlands Rotary Club.

Among Friends is published six times a year by the  
Friends of the Sacramento Public Library.
Karen Thomas – Newsletter Coordinator

Carrie Sessarego – Features Editor
Lynn Eder – Copy Editor

Trish Consunji – Production Editor

Please send feedback about the newsletter or suggestions for 
future issues to newsletter@saclibfriends.org

For membership information or to become an email subscriber 
contact Denise Watts at membership@saclibfriends.org
“Like” Friends of the Sacramento Public Library on 

Facebook
Follow us on Twitter @saclibFriends

www.saclibfriends.org

bigger projects together.”

Jeff Rubin of the Elk Grove Friends emphasized the 
importance of the Mayor’s involvement. Mayor Gary 
Davis is interested in education and in building a 
trained, educated work force in the growing Elk Grove 
area. He is also a member of the Sacramento Public 
Library Authority Board. Both Jeff Rubin and Elk 
Grove Friends President Rick Mercer mentioned the 
importance of keeping libraries technologically up to 
date. Rick said, “The library has already provided 
twenty-five desktops for the community. They are 
important, but we needed to be able to reach out to 
teens, toddlers, and their parents with more current 
products that people might not be able to buy but do 
want to use.”

Continued from page 2
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Friends Warehouse Sales
Friday, December 6, 5-8 pm 
Warehouse Sale ~ Members Preview 
(memberships available at door)

Saturday, December 7, 9 am-4 pm 
Saturday, December 14, 9 am-4 pm 
Warehouse Sale ~ Open to the Public 
8250 Belvedere Avenue, Suite E, Sacramento 
Please note there is no parking allowed on the south 
side of Belvedere.

The Book Den is open every Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday, 9 am to 2 pm. Gift certificates are 
available at the Book Den. They are accepted by the 
Book Den and the Warehouse.

The Book Den and the Friends Warehouse are located 
at 8250 Belvedere, Suite E, Sacramento. For more 
information contact fspl@att.net or call  
(916) 731-8493.

To find out about Book Den/Warehouse volunteer 
openings, please contact: 731-8493 or 
splallfriends@gmail.com.

Branch Book Sales 
Friday, November 1, 1-6 pm 
Saturday, November 2, 10 am-5 pm 
Arden-Dimick Friends Book Sale at Arden-Dimick 
Library

Wednesday, November 6, 12-7 pm 
Wednesday, December 4, 12-7 pm 
North Highlands-Antelope Friends Mini Book Sales in 
Library foyer

Saturday, November 16, 10 am-3 pm 
Franklin Friends Book & Bake Sale at Franklin Library 
Community Room

Tuesday, December 3, 10 am-5 pm 
Arden-Dimick Friends Holiday Book Sale in Arden-
Dimick Library Community Room

December 9-15 
Orangevale Friends Book Fair in partnership with 
Barnes & Noble (Sunrise). For more information go to 
http://orangevalelibrary.org/calendar-of-events.html.

In addition to these special book sales, all branch 
libraries have Friends book sale areas or bookstores 
that operate during regular library hours. The Rio 
Linda Friends Store is open on Fridays and Saturdays 
from 1 to 6 pm at 440 Elkhorn Blvd., Suite #7, 
Rio Linda. The Walnut Grove Book Keeper is open 
on Thursdays from 1:00 to 4:30 pm in the Walnut 
Grove Library.

Poe Puzzler winners celebrate at the All 
Branch Friends meetig on September 28.

Book Den Internet Sales Expand to 
eBay and ABEbooks 
By Len Marowitz
Book Den Internet sales have been expanding. With a 
store on Amazon containing over 1300 book listings 
and growing, stores on eBay and ABEbooks were 
added in July.  

The Amazon store lists all types of books, audio 
books and more. It has been functioning for about 
four years.  

The eBay store will list sets of books, records, 
comics, some individual books and anything else that 
we have to sell. Items are sold by auction and for a 
fixed price. Volunteers who work on this site have 
to understand how to value and sell many different 
types of items.  

ABEbooks will list foreign language books. Books 
listed on ABEbooks automatically get listed on 
sites in Spain, France, Italy, Germany and the 
UK. Most volunteers who work on this site speak 
foreign languages. They research the historical and 

cultural significance of books and authors in order to 
determine the true value of books.  

All Internet sales require knowledge of item valuing 
processes, marketing and US Postal procedures. 
Anyone wanting to volunteer for Book Den Internet 
sales should contact Len Marowitz at the Book Den.

Don Lee holds the first book listed on the Book Den Internet 
sales new eBay site as Barbara Boehm and Len Marowitz look 
on.  It sold in a week.
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Ella K. McClatchy Branch Holds 
Annual Open House
The annual open house, hosted by the McClatchy 
Friends, will be held November 16, 11 am to 4pm, 
2112 22nd Street. This event is extra special 
because the second floor, closed by the fire marshal 
in 1969, will be open to the public again after 44 
years. Take a tour of the renovated class/meeting/
performance room and an adult reading room 
(complete with restored original furnishings), partake 
of edible treats, enjoy the music, and browse in our 
Sun Room Shop.

Pat Dansby Creates Little Free 
Bookcases in South Sacramento
Dedicated Book Den Volunteer Patricia Dansby has 
created two little community bookcases. These 
bookcases are stocked with overflow books from 
the Friends Warehouse. Here are Pat’s photos and 
descriptions.

This is the bookcase on 37th Street between 6th 
Avenue and Biegler Way. This one has a plastic table 
cloth that has prevented the books from getting wet.

Pat refreshes these bookcases on a regular basis and 
takes donated books to many local food banks, senior 
centers, and hospitals as well. Kudos to Pat for her 
continuing efforts. 

Bill Bryson Shares His Love for  
Libraries with Sacramento Readers 
and Fans
Library supporter Mick Klasson sent us this note:

Bill Bryson spoke to a packed and appreciative 
house at the Tsakopoulos Library Galleria on October 
9th. Asked how the Internet had changed his 
research regime, Bryson waxed eloquent about the 
miracle of downloading newspaper archives from 
major cities an ocean away. But Bryson, who had 
earlier stated that the joy of writing is in getting paid 
to learn about interesting things, said the business 
and the pleasure depend on having libraries where 
a desired resource will be sitting on a shelf of 
comrades waiting to be discovered. In sum, said 
Bryson, “I wouldn’t want to write books if I couldn’t 
use libraries.”

Help the Friends support children’s 
programming and books when you 
do your grocery shopping
If you shop at BelAir, Raleys or Nob Hill Grocery 
stores, a percentage of your purchases will benefit 
the Friends of the Sacramento Public Library. If you 
already have a “Something Extra” card, simply go to  
http://www.raleys.com/www/scrip_update and type 
in “Friends of the Sac”, and our organization will be 
displayed, or type in “95814” and select the Friends.

If you do not already have a “Something Extra” card, 
you can sign up for one in any Raley’s or BelAir store, 
or online  at www.raleys.com/www/enroll. 

This is the bookcase on 6th Avenue and MLK.The top 
shelf is for paperbacks, then non-English, self-help, 
then children’s and the bottom two are for novels and 
anything over-sized. I normally don’t put over-sized 
books here, if I do it is for the day. On top is the shower 
curtain that I use to cover them during the rain. And so 
far no books have been lost.

Friends Vice President 
Joanne Iwamiya receives 
Rock Star Award at SPL/
Fairy Tale Town Play Summit 
in September.

Fairy Librarians Nicole 
Powell and Christy 
Aguirre work with 
Friends volunteers to tell 
stories and sell books 
at the Fairy Tale Town 
event on September 
28 and 29. $2164 was 
raised to support library 
programs.



Friends of the Belle Cooledge Library
presents:

For information contact:  
Judith Anshin

916-457-1426 or
CooledgeFriends@hotmail.com

The Gardens of London
May 17-24, 2014
$4,199. per person, double occupancy
includes international air, if booked 
before November 17, 2013
Join us on a cultural tour of Britain, highlighted by the annual 
Chelsea Flower Show. Enjoy ‘members only’ opening day at 
this spectacular event! Gather together during a welcome re-
ception with your hosts, the Royal Horticultural Society. Vis-
it Windsor Castle, the official residence of the Royal family. 
Take a locally-guided panoramic tour of London and choose 
the perfect spot from a “menu” of the city’s great restaurants. 
Stroll the gardens of Hampton Court Palace, favored home 
of Henry VIII. Visit Kew, home of the Royal Botanic Gardens 
– truly one of the world’s most impressive horticultural collec-
tions. And complete your trip with a private gala dinner hosted 
at the Royal Horticultural Society flagship garden, Wisley, with 
cocktails in its world renowned GlassHouse.

Essential Experiences 
Attend the members-only opening 
day of the 101st RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show.
Explore Hampton Court Palace with 
its fabulous gardens and famous 
maze.
Spend a morning at Kew Gardens, 
one of the world’s most important 
horticultural collections.
Delight in an exclusive farewell 
event at the RHS showcase 
gardens at Wisley.

Tour Presentation
November 2, 2013, 2 pm
Cooledge Library Community Room, 5600 S. Land Park Drive
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Mother Goose Remembers by Clare Beaton 
Beaton’s unique hand-stitched fabric collages illustrate this charming Mother Goose 
collection accompanied by a CD. A perfect gift to introduce very young children to these 
classic rhymes. Ages 0-4.  
 
The Mitten by Jan Brett 
Set in a snowy forest, animals crawl one by one into Nicki’s lost white mitten to get warm. 
This traditional tale is beautifully illustrated by Brett’s distinctive artwork, inspired by 
Ukrainian folk art. Ages 3-8. 
 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter 
Introduce a new generation to Beatrix Potter’s always entertaining world of animal stories 
with this childhood favorite. Curious Peter Rabbit disobeys his mother by going into Mr. 
McGregor's garden and finds himself in big trouble. Ages 4-7. 
 

 The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats 
A young boy named Peter, dressed in his bright red snowsuit, wanders a landscape 
transformed by snow that has fallen overnight. It’s a lovely and quiet look at the simple 
adventures of a child in the city. Ages 4-8. 
 

One Cool Friend by Toni Buzzeo, illustrated by David Small 
Elliot discovers his dream pet, a penguin, on a visit to the aquarium, and asks his father if he 
may have one. What happens when his distracted father says yes? Clever illustrations and a 
surprise ending make this sly, silly tale a new favorite. Ages 5-8. 
 

Have You Seen My New Blue Socks? By Eve Bunting, illustrated by Sergio Ruzzier 
Where could Duck’s favorite socks be hiding? With rhyming text perfect for beginning 
readers and a fun mystery hidden in the illustrations, this charming new picture book is 
perfect for sharing again and again. Ages 5-8. 
 

 Living Color by Steve Jenkins 
Brightly hued goldfish, pink flamingos, and more are introduced in this colorful picture book 
that examines how feathers, shells, scales, and skin keep animals alive in their natural 
habitats. Ideal for curious young animal lovers. Ages 5-9. 
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The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Dewalt, illustrated by Oliver Jeffers 
When Duncan arrives at school one morning, he finds a stack of letters, one from each of his 
crayons, complaining about how he uses them. This picture book for older kids is sure to 
inspire young artists and writers. Ages 6-9. 
 

The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame 
The humorous escapades of four animal friends -Toad, Mole, Rat, and Badger - who live 
along a river in the English countryside have entertained generations of young readers. A 
wonderful read aloud to share. Ages 7-10. 
 

A Tangle of Knots by Lisa Graff 
In this whimsical puzzle novel, destiny leads Cady, an orphan with a talent for cake baking, 
to an old peanut butter factory full of eccentric characters. Includes many mouth-watering 
cake recipes sure to get kids into the kitchen. Ages 7-10.    
 

 Abel’s Island by William Steig 
Castaway on an island, Abel, a very civilized mouse, finds his resourcefulness and endurance 
tested to the limit as he struggles to survive and return to his home. Perfect for young 
readers who enjoy animal stories as well as those who like a good adventure. Ages 7-10. 
 

 Fairy Tale Comics edited by Chris Duffy 
Seventeen notable illustrators and artists present a collection of fairy tales in comic book 
form, including classics such as "Puss in Boots" and more obscure tales such as "The Prince 
and the Tortoise.” Ages 7-11. 
 

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Bud, a motherless boy living during the Great Depression, sets out in search of the man he 
believes to be his father. Full of slapstick humor with just a touch of danger and plenty of 
human kindness. Ages 9-12. 
 

The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart 
When four exceptional children answer a strange newspaper ad, they are sent on a top 
secret mission to stop an evil genius from brainwashing the world. Full of quirky characters, 
dramatic villains, and surprising twists, it makes a great gift for curious readers. Ages 9-12. 
 



 9

 
Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures by Kate DiCamillo 
In this unique story, cynical Flora finds a reason to believe in the world again when the 
squirrel she saves from imminent death acquires superpowers like flying, fighting evil, and 
even writing poetry. Includes comic-style illustrations. Ages 9-12. 
  
Bomb: The Race to Build And Steal the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve Sheinkin 
A true story that reads like a spy thriller, this extraordinary account of the race to develop the 
atomic bomb will keep readers on the edge of their seats. Full of action, intrigue, and 
fascinating facts, it makes a great gift for history buffs. Ages 10-14. 
 

Icefall by Matthew Kirby 
In an alternative ancient Nordic country, the royal children and their caretakers wait out a 
war as winter closes in, supplies dwindle, and enemies arrive. A unique fantasy adventure 
story that weaves together Norse mythology with mystery and suspense. Ages 11-15. 
  
Unnatural Creatures edited by Neil Gaiman 
From sixteen well-known authors comes this menagerie of strange, wondrous beings that 
have never existed anywhere but in the imagination. Fans of the fantastic and supernatural 
are sure to enjoy sampling from this collection. Ages 12-18. 
 

 How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff 
After England is invaded by hostile forces, Daisy sets off on a dangerous journey across the 
country to rescue the boy she loves and reunite her family. Fans of dystopian fiction like The 
Hunger Games will want to read this one before the movie comes out this winter. Ages 14-18. 
 

I Am The Messenger by Markus Zusak 
Teen slacker Ed Kennedy discovers a new sense of purpose when he begins receiving 
mysterious messages that direct him to addresses where people need help. By the author of 
The Book Thief. Ages 14-18.  

 
Purchasing holiday gifts online?  

Shop at retailers like Amazon.com through our website, 
and a portion of every sale goes back to Sacramento 

Public Library. Buy books, household items, anything at 
all, and help the library win this holiday season! 


