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Save the Date!
Friday, July 5 ~ Furlough Day

Tuesday, July 9, 6:30 pm
Friends of Sacramento Public Library 
Board meets at Rancho Cordova Library 
Community Room

Saturday, July 13, 9 am-4 pm 
Warehouse $6/bag Clearance Sale, 
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E

Thursday, July 25, 3 pm
Sacramento Public Library Authority 
meets in the Board of Supervisors 
Chambers at the County Building,  
700 H Street

Friday, August 2, 5-8 pm
Warehouse Book Sale Friends preview
Saturday, August 3, 9 am-4 pm
Sunday, August 4, 9 am-4pm
Warehouse Book Sale
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E
Sacramento

Saturday, August 3 ~ Furlough Day

Thursday, August 22, 3 pm
Sacramento Public Library Authority 
meets in the Board of Supervisors 
Chambers at the County Building,  
700 H Street

Saturday, August 31 ~ Furlough Day

Saturday, September 28, 10 am–noon
All Branch Friends Meeting at 
Southgate Library

Friday, October 25, 7 pm
All Friends One Book Sacramento 
Dinner, Elk’s Lodge #6
6446 Riverside Blvd., Sacramento

Library Journal Names Sacramento Public 
Library 2013 Library of the Year Runner-Up
News from the Library
Sacramento Public Library is proud to announce that we are 
one of three top libraries in the nation as recognized by Library 
Journal.

 This distinction came as part of the 2013 Gale/Library Journal 
Library of the Year competition. Top honors went to Maryland’s 
Howard County Library System. Sacramento Public Library and 
New Jersey’s Orange County Library were recognized as the two 
“Special Mention” runners-up. The top award is given each year 
to one of the 21,000 public and academic libraries in North 
America.

 According to Library Journal, the award recognizes “innovation 
and excellence,” and the Sacramento and Orange Libraries 
displayed a “service philosophy and dedication to community.” 
The winners were chosen by an eight-member panel, including 
former national award winners.

Despite budget reductions, the Sacramento Public Library has 
successfully rolled out many innovative programs in recent years, 
including:

•	 The Design Spot at the Arcade Library, where students and 
others can learn to use professional AutoCAD software and 
create their designs on a 3D printer. The Design Spot at the 
Arcade Library features a 3D printer and computers with 
AutoCAD and Photoshop software. This equipment, books, 
and Design Spot programming (made available with funding 
provided by a grant from the California State Library) is 
intended to inspire a new interest in design for people of all 
ages. 

•	 The I Street Press, our in-house publishing arm. We publish 
books of local interest and allow others to order books or 
self-publish at affordable rates using our print-on-demand 
Espresso Book Machine.

•	 Our many educational programs and partnerships. These 
include 916 Ink, an organization that offers writing 
workshops and mentoring for kids and teens in our libraries 
and our adult literacy program. One person who found adult 
literacy services through the Sacramento Public Library, 
Army veteran Steve Tafoya, is profiled on our website.

The number one purpose of the 
Friends of the Sacramento Public 
Library, as stated in our Articles of 
Incorporation, is to create public 
support for expanding the goals 
and objectives of the Sacramento 
Public Libtrary and its Branch 
Libraries, and to advocate for them 
to the extent permitted by law.

The 
Expresso 
Book 
Machine 
at I Street 
Press



 2

Jo Anne Marie wears 
many hats. She is a 
new member of the 
Friends of Sacramento 
Public Library Board 
(FSPL), where she 
helps keep the Friends 
website up-to-date, and she serves on the Liaison and 
Membership Committees. At our Warehouse sales, Jo Anne 
assists the cashiers by keeping them running smoothly and 
doing the bank deposit at the end of the day. A creative and 
talented individual, Jo Anne was a featured performer at the 
2012 Annual Friends Dinner and also sewed costumes for 
many of the other performers and servers.

Valley Hi-North Laguna Library opened in 2009. Jo Anne is 
the president of the Valley Hi-North Laguna Friends, which 
is a great example of what a “small group of committed 
citizens” (to quote Margaret Mead) can do to change the 
world. The Friends are a small but dedicated group who sell 
used books at Valley Hi and on Amazon. Their bookstore 
sales usually bring in $300-$400 a month. Although 
their sales space is small, they fill it with only high quality 
merchandise. 

In addition to bookstore sales, the Valley-Hi Friends have 
earned over $900 in Amazon sales since October 2012. 
Jo Anne scans almost all the non-fiction that comes to the 
Friends store to check its value. She runs the Amazon sales 
from her house. “You just can’t tell what will sell”, she 
says. The most expensive book they’ve sold so far was The 
Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State, a book from the 
1970s that went for $40 to a buyer from Tennessee.

The atmosphere at Valley-Hi is one of warm collaboration. 
During our interview, Jo Anne was eager to introduce me to 
staff and tell me about their projects. Of the Friends, one of 
the librarians says, “Write something good—they’re special!” 
Jo Anne says of Valley Hi: “We are a community center, 
period. That’s where it’s at...this library is full of children all 
the time.”

Jo Anne is just as busy outside the library as she is in 
it. She home schools her two grandchildren and runs a 
website, http://www.artistasenaccion.org (translated, it 
means “Artists in Action”). Jo Anne lived in Mexico with her 
parents, who were missionaries, from the ages of 10-19 and 
is fluent in Spanish. Her website is dedicated to showcasing 
the charitable contributions of time or money donated by 
primarily Latin actors and personalities.

Jo Anne would like to remind readers that there are many 
ways to help the library. “If you don’t feel that volunteering 
is for you, buy a membership. That helps us too!”

Jo Anne Marie stands 
by her donation cart 
at Valley Hi-North 
Laguna Library

Meet the 
Friends: Jo 
Ann Marie
By Carrie 
Sessarego

Funding Crisis Postponed, Not Fixed:  
The 2013/14 Library Budget 
By Pauline Grenbeaux and Carrie Sessarego

There is good news and bad news regarding the 
2013/2014 library budget. The good news is that the 
proposed budget allows for library services to continue 
for another year at the 2012-13 level. This means all 
our branches will remain open and there will be no 
further cuts in services or hours. Thank goodness!

The bad news is that there is no additional revenue 
from the City of Sacramento beyond the $506,000 
needed to demonstrate the maintenance of effort 
(MOE) required to collect the Special Assessment 
(parcel tax). There is still a deficit for the City fund 
of about $200,000 and no remedy for the nearly 
depleted reserves. Fortunately, though, the revenue 
from the County for all its branches which are not in 
Sacramento city limits is sufficient and is expected to 
increase as the economy improves.

The most important thing about the 2013/2014 
budget is that it buys some time for the City of 
Sacramento and the Library to come up with a long-
term solution for the City’s chronic funding shortfalls. 

Friends and Foundation Working Together to Evaluate 
Solutions

As library supporters, we want to be sure that 
whatever funding structure is adopted is sufficient to 
support a strong library system, that the revenue is 
predictable and sustainable, and that it is acceptable 
to the citizens funding it. With this in mind, the Friends 
of the SPL and the SPL Foundation have formed a 
coalition to evaluate funding options including but not 
limited to a renewal of the City of Sacramento Special 
Assessment (parcel tax) which expires in 2016. What 
is learned from the evaluation will be shared with 
our members, library administration, and our elected 
officials. 

What Can You Do to Help the Library?

If you live in the City of Sacramento, let your City 
Councilmember know that you are concerned about 
underfunding of library service for the City branches. 
Let him/her know that you want a long-term solution 
so that no branch libraries close and services are 
restored to pre-recession levels. Write a letter, call the 
office, or talk to your Councilmember in person.

During the second half of this year, the SPL, Friends, 
Foundation and other community members will work 
hard to increase the level of public relations activities 
in support of the library. All the usual things Friends do 
to get the word out—having a presence at community 
events, one-on-one conversations, membership 
drives—will be more important than ever! Remember 
that “buzz” about the library travels throughout the 
region, not just in the place it starts. Ramp it up at 
your branch!
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Young man gets his own library card at May 22nd LifeSTEPS 
event at North Natomas Library.

A Community That Reads Together
By Karen Thomas 
North Natomas Friends

Natomas, let’s read some books this summer!!! This is 
for everyone, all ages... Come visit our awesome North 
Natomas Library …. Sign up for Summer Reading and 
earn prizes (grownups too). Let’s be the community that 
reads together!
 ~ Vice Mayor & District 1 Council Member Angelique 
Ashby’s Facebook post on June 1, 2012

For years the Friends of Sacramento Public Library and 
the Sacramento Public Library Foundation have given 
financial support to the Summer Reading program.
This year in North Natomas, we are taking another step 
to increase participation in Summer Reading by training 
volunteers to do community outreach. Six Friends of 
North Natomas Library, two Foundation board members, 
and three teen volunteers are participating in a Library 
pilot program that includes training and coordination by 
North Natomas Youth Services Librarian Heather Bratt.
Since early May, teams of volunteers have been 
attending local school open houses, movies, and a 
concert in the park sponsored by Vice Mayor Angelique 
Ashby. Special North Natomas Library events such as 
the May 22nd “Explore Your Library” event for affordable 
housing residents was sponsored by LifeSTEPS with 
support from SPL, the Foundation, and the Friends. 
Ashby’s office has also promoted Summer Reading 
on their web site and through their Summer of Fun 
activities.
Our other community partners include SactoMoFo, 
which held a special “Reading is Delicious” event in 
the library parking lot on May 30th. Angel Nazir from 
What’s the Scoop? Ice Cream assisted with the Ice 
Cream Sundae Social on June 1.
By the time the Summer Reading program officially 
kicked off on June 1, 866 people had already signed up. 
Hundreds more have signed up since.
If this effort could be duplicated by every Friends 
branch group and every Foundation board member 
in the County, imagine how many more people would 
participate in Summer Reading! Wouldn’t it be great if 
every conversation with a friend or neighbor or clerk in 
a store included a 
conversation about 
Summer Reading? 
Wouldn’t this be 
an effective way 
to prepare local 
citizens to vote to 
renew the special 
assessment or to 
invest more money 
in our libraries? 
Let’s be the 
community that 
reads together!

First of 5 Free Little Libraries opens in Pocket-Greenhaven 
– (L-R) School board member Darrel Woo, McClatchy HISP 
students JasMin Khoe and Allison Yamamoto, and Pocket-
Greenhaven Friends President Kathi Windheim celebrate 
May ribbon cutting. This senior project by JasMin and 
Allison is sponsored by the Pockey-Greenhaven Friends.

South Natomas Friends and staff celebrate Grand Re-
Opening of South Natomas Kid’s Space on May 11. 
(L-R) Youth Services Librarian Amanda Faulk, South 
Natomas Friends President Randee Tavarez, Michele 
Douthit, Library Director Rivkah Sass, Shari Wong, Branch 
Supervisor Stephanie Mansala, and Treasurer Nancy Quan.

North Natomas Summer Reading Outreach (L-R) Teen 
Volunteer Tasiya Owens, SPL Foundation Board Member 
Mary Ellen Shay, Branch Supervisor Suzy Murray, Vice 
Mayor Angelique Ashby, and  Friends President Karen 
Thomas join together to sign people up for Summer Reading 
at June 9 Concert in the Park.
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Friends Warehouse Sales
Saturday, July 13, 9 am - 4 pm 
Warehouse $6/bag Clearance Sale 
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E

Friday, August 2, 5-8 pm

Warehouse Sale for Friends Members 
(memberships available at door) 
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E, Sacramento

Saturday, August 3, 9 am-4 pm 
Sunday, August 4, 9 am-4 pm 
Warehouse Sale ~ Open to the Public 
8250 Belvedere Ave., Suite E, Sacramento 
Please note there is no parking allowed on the south 
side of Belvedere.

The Book Den is open every Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, 9 am to 2 pm. Gift certificates are available 
at the Book Den. They are accepted by the Book Den 
and the Warehouse.

The Book Den and the Friends Warehouse are located 
at 8250 Belvedere, Suite E, Sacramento. For more 
information contact fspl@att.net or call (916) 731-
8493.

To find out about Book Den/Warehouse volunteer 
openings, please contact: 731-8493 or 
splallfriends@gmail.com.

Friends Outreach & Branch  
Book Sales
Saturday, July 6, 10:30 am-5 pm 
Sunday, July 7, 12-5 pm 
Carmichael Friends Book Sale at Carmichael Library

Friday, August 9, 1-6 pm 
Saturday, August 10, 1-5 pm 
Arden-Dimick Friends Book Sale at Arden-Dimick 
Library

In addition to these special book sales, all branch 
libraries have Friends book sale areas or bookstores 
that operate during regular library hours. The Rio 
Linda Friends Store is open on Fridays and Saturdays 
from 1 to 6 pm at 440 Elkhorn Boulevard, Suite #7, 
Rio Linda. The Walnut Grove Book Keeper is open 
on Thursdays from 1:00 to 4:30 pm in the Walnut 
Grove Library.

Library Sponsors First Annual Play 
Summit with Fairytale Town on 
September 7 
Join us on September 7 at Sacramento Public 
Library’s Central Library from 9 am to 4:30 pm for 
our first annual Sacramento Play Summit. Generously 
sponsored by ScholarShare and presented by 
Fairytale Town and the Sacramento Public Library, 
the event aims to highlight the importance of play, 
the many types of play, ways to incorporate play into 
daily and school life, and more.

 The conference is designed to provide information 
and inspiration for all adults who work and play 
with children: parents, grandparents, elementary 
and preschool educators, parks and recreation 
professionals, physical education experts, after-school 
program administrators, and childcare providers.

Register Today at http://bit.ly/11UVJQ7. 
$35 per person, $25 students, seniors, and members 
of Fairytale Town or Friends of the Sacramento 
Library.

$6 flat rate parking fee for attendees at the 8th and J 
Street parking garage.

Morning coffee service, lunch, and afternoon snacks 
are included.

Conference may qualify for professional development 
credit. Call 264.2920 or visit saclibrary.org for more 
information.

 More than 1500 people attended Belle Cooledge 
Library’s 15th Annual Barbara Jeanne Hansen ‘s 
Ice Cream Social on Friday, May 31. This event, 
sponsored by the Cooledge Friends to kick-off 
Summer Reading, included face painting, a musical 
robot, Magician Trevor Wyatt, and trained rescue 
dogs from Busy Bee Dogs.
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The Friends of the Sacramento Public Library 
Present their Third Annual One Book Sacramento Dinner 

 

  
October 25, 2013 

7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
(No Host Bar opens at 6:30 p.m.)  

Tickets – Adults $30; Children $10 
Dress as your favorite Poe character! 

Menu Selections 
“Prince Prospero” Spiral Meatloaf 

“Annabelle Lee” Chicken 
“Fortunato” Vegetable Lasagna 
“The Tell-Tale Heart” of Lettuce 

“Rue Morgue” Roasted Potatoes 
“The Raven” Corn Maque Choux 

“Bon-Bon” Cake 
The Pizza & the Pendulum Kid’s Meal 

 
 
 
 

 
Elk’s Lodge #6 – 6446 Riverside Boulevard, Sacramento, 95831 
For information and to purchase tickets, please contact 
Kathi Windheim at (916) 392-0101 or zaw2000@msn.com 

Celebrating 
the works of 

Edgar Allan Poe 

NH-Antelope Friends to Honor 
Departing Librarian, Beth Attard
The North Highlands-Antelope Friends plan to host a 
farewell luncheon to honor Beth Attard, who recently 
announced her departure. The popular branch 
supervisor, who has held the post the past several 
years, is leaving the Sacramento area and returning 
to the Midwest. She plans to begin law school in 
Chicago in the fall.

The event, on July 20, will involve branch staff, other 
branches’ supervisors and Friends from the local 
affiliate.

The Friends are sad to see Beth leave, since she 
has been a strong ally to make the branch the best 
it can be. We wish her the best of luck in her future 
endeavors.

The final element of the teen lounge at North 
Highlands-Antelope Library has now been installed. A 
new sign, visible nearly everywhere in the library, was 
underwritten by a generous contribution from Friends 
Ed and Gayle Fishken.

Among Friends is published six times a year by the 
Friends of the Sacramento Public Library.

Help us reduce costs and save trees. 
Become an email subscriber. Write to 

SPLAllFriends@gmail.com  
or call (916) 264-2880.

Karen Thomas – Newsletter Coordinator
Carrie Sessarego – Features Editor

Lynn Eder – Copy Editor
Trish Consunji – Production Editor
Denise Watts – Data Coordinator

Please send feedback about the newsletter or 
suggestions for future issues to: 

AmongFriendsSPL@gmail.com
“Like” Friends of the Sacramento Public Library 

on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter @saclibFriends

www.saclibfriends.org


