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Save the Date!
Tuesday, May 14, 6:30 pm
Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library Board meets at Arcade 
Library Community Room

Thursday, May 23, 3 pm
Sacramento Public Library 
Authority meets in the Board 
of Supervisors Chambers at the 
County Building, 700 H Street

Saturday, May 25
Libraries closed – staff furlough 
day

Saturday, June 1, 10 am-4 pm
Cook, Grow, Savor Event
Tsakopoulos Library Galleria
828 I Street

Friday, June 7, 5-8 pm
Friends Preview
Saturday, June 8, 9 am-4 pm
Sunday, June 9, 9 am-4 pm
Warehouse Book Sale
8250 Belvedere Avenue,
Suite E, Sacramento

Tuesday, June 11, 6:30 pm
Friends of Sacramento Public 
Library Board meets at Rancho 
Cordova Library Community Room

Friday, June 14
Libraries closed – staff furlough 
day

Monday, June 17, 3 pm
Sacramento Public Library 
Authority meets in the Board 
of Supervisors Chambers at the 
County Building, 700 H Street

Saturday, June 29, 10 am–12 
noon
All Branch Friends Meeting at 
Rancho Cordova Library

A Message from the  
Library Director
by Rivkah Sass
Our Summer Reading Program is fast 
approaching, and Sacramento Public Library 
wants you and all the babies, kids, teens, and 
adults in your life to make 2013 Sacramento’s 
“Year of the Reader.”

As librarians, we think a lot about numbers, whether trying to 
make our budget balance or thinking about whether a particular 
program is valuable to the community. Here are some numbers 
that might be of interest to you.

2 On average, students lose up to two months of reading 
achievement over the summer. Summer learning loss is related to 
learning later in life and impacts whether or not a child finishes 
high school or continues on to college.

5 Reading just five books over the course of the summer can 
prevent learning loss. It’s also the minimum number of books 
summer reading program participants need to read so they are 
eligible to receive that free book to keep.

61% Did you know that 61% of families living in poverty have 
NO books in their homes? Can you imagine life without a book at 
your fingertips? I sure can’t! The good news is that every child and 
teen who participates in our summer reading program receives a 
book. 

30,000 We want at least 30,000 library users to sign up for 
this year’s summer reading program. Will you be one of them?

Summer learning loss is real, and its impact on kids is something 
we can fix. Sacramento Public Library’s Summer Reading Program 
begins on June 1 and ends August 31. Ask your favorite librarian 
for details.

The number one purpose of the Friends of the Sacramento Public Library, as stated in our Articles of 
Incorporation, is to create public support for expanding the goals and objectives of the Sacramento Public 
Libtrary and its Branch Libraries, and to advocate for them to the extent permitted by law.

The Library’s Youth and 
Community Services 
Manager Christie Hamm 
is all smiles, thanks to 
the Sacramento Public 
Library Foundation’s 
generous gift of 
$100,000 to support the 
Library’s 2013 Summer 
Reading Program! Their 
generosity and that of the 
Friends allows the Library 
to provide free events, 
books and prizes to 
thousands of participants.
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On February 23, Friends leaders from all over the 
County gathered at Sylvan Oaks Library in Citrus 
Heights for an All Branch meeting. After the meeting, 
I had a chance to tour the library and talk to Sylvan 
Oaks Friends leaders.

The Sylvan Oaks Friends don’t toot their own horn, 
but they regularly raise $18-20,000 per year from 
their book sales, making them among the top 5 
branch friends groups in terms of book sale revenues. 
They do this by a combination of daily lobby sales, 
which raise about $500+ a month and one-day 
quarterly book sales in their community room, which 
raise about $1,600-$2,000 each.

One of the secrets of their success is a standing book-
sorting area on one side of the library community 
room, which is normally screened off from view. 
Every Friday, Friends members gather to sort donated 
books and share a potluck lunch. The length of their 
meeting depends on how many books have been 
donated that week. They sort right on to organized 
shelves, so by the time the quarterly book sale is 
scheduled they are all ready to go.

This gracious group of Friends volunteers have 
developed a wonderful process for building 
community, getting the work done without too much 
stress and strain, and contributing a great deal to 
enhance programs and materials at their library. 
The Sylvan Oaks Friends have paid for an aquarium 
(which is hugely popular with kids), Lucky Day 
books, computer classes, new magazine racks, 
additional prizes for Summer Reading, and numerous 
programs for children, teens, and adults.

Sylvan Oaks Friends Board Members  (L-R) Roberta 
Beach (Vice-President), Janette Smith (Treasurer), and 
Gillian Friess (Secretary) in front of their “hidden” book-
sorting area.

Meet the Friends: Sylvan Oaks Friends 
Exemplify Great Book Sale Finesse
By Karen Thomas

The theme of this year’s Summer Reading Program 
is “Reading is Delicious.” You can explore the wide 
diversity and bounty of Sacramento’s food, wine, 
and beer heritage at Grow, Cook, Savor on Saturday, 
June 1, from 10 am to 4 pm in the Tsakopoulos 
Library Galleria at the Central Library, 828 I Street, 
downtown Sacramento. Admission is $25.

This “midway” of talks, demonstrations, exhibits, 
and tastings features homegrown chefs, craft-beer 
purveyors, wine growers, and conversations lead by 
regional historians and scholars.

You’re also invited to share your favorite “food” 
memory at the StoryStation.

Hosted by the Sacramento Public Library and other 
local partners, the event is the highlight of We Are 
Where We Eat, a project that chronicles the story of 
the people who grow, cook, serve, and, yes, eat in 
Sacramento County.

•	 Cooking demonstrations with Master of 
Ceremonies Rick Kushman, homegrown chefs 
Kurt Spataro, David Soohoo, Doug Silva, 
Richard Pannell, and Ed and Janelle Roehr 

•	 Craft Beer tasting by Sacramento Bee writer 
Chris Macias

•	 Exhibits, tastings, and conversations with 
wine and beer makers, local food purveyors, 
historians, growers, authors, and culinary 
experts 

•	 Conversations with agricultural and culinary 
historians and scholars William Burg, Ken 
Albala, Robin Datel and Darrell Corti 

•	 Record your favorite food memory at our 
StoryStation 

•	 Purchase cookbooks at the Friends of 
Sacramento Public Library table

“Sacramento is within one of the world’s largest food 
producing regions, with its rich agricultural lands 
surrounding our community. Local residents should 
understand how local food comes to them at our 
supermarkets and restaurants.” says Library Director 
Rivkah K. Sass.

For more information and to purchase tickets, contact 
Maryellen Burns or Elaine Corn at  
wearewhereweat@me.com (916) 768-6077 or 
www.we-are-where-we-eat.com. Tickets can be 
purchased in advance or at the door. 

We Are Where We Eat is made possible with 
support from Cal Humanities, an independent 
non-profit state partner of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and the Sacramento Public 
Library, with additional support from Capital Public 
Radio, Sacramento River Delta Historical Society, 
Sacramento County Historical Society, and California 
Agriculture in the Classroom.

Help kick off Summer Reading with the 
Grow, Cook, Savor Event at Sacramento’s 
Central Library, June 1st

To acquire the habit of reading is to construct for yourself a 
refuge from almost all the miseries of life.

~ Somerset Maugham
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Phil Serna is a 
Sacramento County 
Supervisor and 
the chair of the 
Sacramento Public 
Library Authority. We 
asked him to tell us 
how libraries have 
been important in 
his life.

“Growing up in 
Sacramento’s Curtis 
Park neighborhood, 
I have many fond 
memories of riding 
my bike over to the 
Sacramento Public 
Library branch at 
33rd Street and 5th 
Avenue in Oak Park. 

It’s where I learned at a young age how to use the 
Dewey Decimal system to find books for recreational 
reading and to do research on subjects I was studying 
while attending Bret Harte Elementary and Cal 
Middle School. Having access to that local branch 
as a kid was such a wonderful resource to help me 
and my young peers learn and explore the world from 
the comfort of our own neighborhoods. Today, with 
the advantage of advanced search technologies, local 
library branches serve this same vital role, and that’s 
why it’s so important we continue to support our 
library system.”

Our editor asked Friends Board member and retired 
librarian Terry Chekon to tell us more about the 
library of Serna’s youth. Here is her recollection: 

“It was called the Oak Park Library. It was still open 
when I came to work for SPL. In fact, it was one of 
the three libraries that were consolidated into the 
Colonial Heights Library. The building still stands 
and is now part of McGeorge School of Law. It was 
an impressive WPA building, with floor to ceiling 
shelves. At one time, in the glory days of Oak Park, it 
was one of the busiest libraries in the SPL system.“

The Colonial Heights Library opened in 1989, 
replacing the Mabel Gillis, Fruitridge, and Oak Park 
libraries.

This photograph from the 1970’s shows 
Sacramento Public Library’s Oak Park Branch.

The Friends of Sacramento Library now have their 
own web site at www.saclibfriends.org . The purpose 
of the web site is to provide information to new and 
current members. Highlights of the web site include:

•	 An About page that includes links to our Board 
of Directors, a schedule of monthly meetings, 
and the Friends by-laws.

•	 A Book Den page that includes links to our 
volunteer application, a schedule of Warehouse 
sales, and driving directions.

•	 A Branch Friends page that provides links to 
every local branch.

•	 An Advocacy page with links to all local, county, 
state, and federal elected officials and library 
advocacy organizations.

•	 A Calendar page with information about Friends 
events and activities throughout the County.

•	 A column on the right with links to our 
Facebook and Twitter accounts, PDFs of the 
Among Friends newsletters, and links to join or 
donate to the Friends.

If you have comments or suggestions for the web site, 
please direct them to Jo Anne Marie webmaster@
saclibfriends.org.

Friends Launch New Web Site
Supervisor Phil Serna Shares Library 
Recollections

Supervisor Phil Serna 
Sacramento County 
District 1 
Chair, Sacramento 
Public Library Authority

Among Friends is published six times a year by the 
Friends of the Sacramento Public Library.

Help us reduce costs and save trees. 
Become an email subscriber. Write to 

SPLAllFriends@gmail.com  
or call (916) 264-2880.

Karen Thomas – Newsletter Coordinator
Carrie Sessarego – Features Editor

Lynn Eder – Copy Editor
Trish Consunji – Production Editor
Denise Watts – Data Coordinator

Please send feedback about the newsletter or  
suggestions for future issues to: 
AmongFriendsSPL@gmail.com

“Like” Friends of the Sacramento Public Library  
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter @saclibFriends
www.saclibfriends.org

If you shop at BelAir, Raleys or Nob Hill Grocery 
stores, a percentage of your purchases will benefit 
the Friends of the Sacramento Public Library. If you 
already have a “Something Extra” card, simply go to 
the website below and type in “Friends of the Sac”, 
and our organization will be displayed, or type in 
“95814” and select the Friends.

If you do not already have a “Something Extra” card, 
you can sign up for one in any Raley’s or BelAir store, 
or online at Raleys.com.

http://www.raleys.com/www/scrip_update

You can help out the Friends of the 
Sacramento Public Library when you do 
your grocery shopping!
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Friends Warehouse Sale
Friday, June 7, 5-8 pm 
Warehouse Sale for Friends Members  
(memberships available at door)  
8250 Belvedere Avenue, Suite E, Sacramento

Saturday, June 8, 9 am-4 pm 
Sunday, June 9, 9 am-4 pm 
Warehouse Sale ~ Open to the Public 
8250 Belvedere Avenue, Suite E, Sacramento

The Book Den is open every Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday from 9 am to 2 pm. Gift certificates are 
available at the Book Den. They are accepted by the 
Book Den and the Warehouse.

Throughout the month of May art books at the Book 
Den will be 30% off to Friends members, 20 % off  
to non-members.

The Book Den and the Friends Warehouse are located 
at 8250 Belvedere Avenue, Suite E, Sacramento. For 
more information contact fspl@att.net or call  
(916) 731-8493.

To find out about Book Den/Warehouse volunteer 
openings, please contact: 731-8493 or 
splallfriends@gmail.com.

Friends Outreach & Branch  
Book Sales
Thursday, May 2, 8:30 am-5 pm 
Friday, May 3, 8:30 am-5 pm 
Saturday, May 4, 8:30 am-12 noon 
Orangevale Friends Book Sale at Divine Savior Parish 
Hall, 9079 Greenback Lane, Orangevale

Friday, May 3, 1-6 pm 
Saturday, May 4, 10 am-3 pm 
Arden-Dimick Friends Book Sale at Arden-Dimick 
Library 

Saturday, May 4 
Ellen Powell hosts Friends Book Sale at the 
Sacramento Zoo

Saturday, May 4, 10:30 am-5 pm 
Sunday, May 5, 12-5 pm 
Carmichael Friends Book Sale at Carmichael Library

Wednesday, May 29-Saturday, June 1 
Cooledge Friends Annual Clearance Book Sale at 
Belle Cooledge Library during library hours. Ends at  
2 pm on Saturday.

In addition to these special book sales, all branch 
libraries have Friends book sale areas or book stores 
that operate during regular library hours. The Rio 
Linda Friends Store is open on Fridays and Saturdays 
from 1 to 6 pm at 440 Elkhorn Boulevard, Suite #7, 
Rio Linda. The Walnut Grove Book Keeper is open on 
Thursdays from 1 to 4:30 pm in the Walnut  
Grove Library.

It is what you read when you don’t have to that determines 
what you will be when you can’t help it. ~ Oscar Wilde

New Book Den sign makes it easier to find  
8250 Belvedere Avenue, Suite E.

Alt+Library Friends sell used books and hand-made crafts at 
Second Saturday event on March 9 at Coffee Garden.
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Summer Reading 

Foundation

SACRAMENTO PUBL IC  L IBRARY

FRIENDS OF THE  
SACRAMENTO  
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Read books, attend free programs, do activities and 
win fabulous prizes! Sign up at any branch or at 

saclibrary.org

June 1 – August 31 Sign up today! 

Read to win! It’s fun and it’s 
free! You’re never too young  
or too old – Join Sacramento 
Public Library’s Summer 
Reading Program, and find out 
why Reading is So Delicious! 

Pre-readers, Kids and Teens  
who complete their first 
activity sheet will receive  
a new book of their choice.

Adults who complete their first 
activity sheet will receive a 
reusable book bag.

Everyone can complete 
additional activity sheets to get 
chances for the branch and 
grand prize drawings.

Branch prize: $100  
Target gift card

Grand Prize: iPad mini


